(19) 



J) 



EXPRESS miL LABEL NO. EL387347783US 
Attorney Docket No. SONY-747US 



EuropaiscnVPatentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




(12) 



(11) EP 0 720 390 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

24.07.1996 Bulletin 1996/30 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

03.07.1996 Bulletin 1996/27 

(21) Application number: 9S1 20188.8 

(22) Date of filing: 20.12.1995 



(51) intci 6 : H04N 9/64 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Zortea, Anthony E. 


DE FR GB NL 


Pipersville, Pennsylvania 18947 (US) 


(30) Priority: 30.12.1994 US 367798 


(74) Representative: Schwabe - Sandmair - Marx 




Stuntzstrasse 16 


(71) Applicant: MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL 


81677 Munchen (DE) 


CO., LTD. 




Kadoma-shi, Osaka-fu, 571 (JP) 





(54) 



Non-linear color corrector and method thereof 



(57) A color corrector for changing pixels in an im- 
age where the color corrector includes a neural fuzzy 
classifier to generate a membership value which defines 
a degree of membership of each pixel in a group of pix- 
els to be transformed. A pixel color changer is also pro- 



vided to transform the pixel according to its membership 
in the group of pixels to be changed. The color corrector 
can also include a pixel group classifier for identifying 
groups of pixels in the image to train the neural fuzzy 
classifier to generate the membership value. 
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